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Ph£dre and Camille were as strictly forbidden as coffee and
spices.
The result of this treatment -was the entire disappearance
of all the fatal symptoms; a new lease of life had been ob-
tained, and her physician has the consciousness of having pro-
longed this indefatigable artistes existence five years.
In October she was reputed entirely cured, and prepared to
undertake new creations. A rule of " Aspasie," a tragedy in
two acts by Sanson, was studied by her, but never played;
41 Rosemonde," which she undertook several years later, was
even talked of then.
CHAPTER XXYI.
1853.
"Lady Tartuffe."—Snort Summer Excursion.—An obliging Manager.
—Engagement in Russia.—Permission of the Emperor, the Minister
of State, and the Comedie Francais countersigned by M. Legouve.—
A diplomatic Letter.—The Anthor and the Actress.—Friendly Cor-
respondence.—"Medee" asked for; "Medee" written; "Medee"
read; " Medee" revised and corrected; " Medee" approved, received,
rehearsed; "Medee" put a\vay for another day.—Mademoiselle Ra-
chel in St. Petersburg.—State of Theatricals in Rnssia.—A Witty
Reply.
mademoiselle rachel appeared in the part of Madame
de Girardin's "Lady Tartuffe" on the 14th of February, 1853.
This proved one of her best creations in comedy, though she
herself never fancied the rdle.
The heroine is a Mademoiselle de JSlossac, who, having reached
the age of thirty without changing her name, follows the fash-
ion of single ladies, who, in the summer of their existence, feel
justified in adopting the title of " Madame." Madame, who
leads a retired, respectable life, has met, while on some char-
itable excursion, the Duke cPJOstigny, a Marshal of France and
ex-embassador, who, fascinated by the lady's apparent virtues,
.lodges her at once in his house and heart—that is, he begins
by the offer of an apartment in his hotel, and ends by that of
his hand. In the marshal's hotel there are two other female
inmates—his niece, the widowed Countess de Clairmont, and her

